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GOVERNOR PATRICK APPOINTS HENRY M. THOMAS, III AS CHAIR
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Recognizes outgoing Chairman Karam’s significant contributions to the UMass
system during his tenure on the Board
BOSTON – Wednesday, June 27, 2012 – Governor Deval Patrick today appointed Henry M. Thomas, III as the new Chair of the
Board of Trustees for the University of Massachusetts (UMass), effective July 1st. The Governor also expressed his gratitude to
outgoing Chairman James J. Karam whose term as Chairman expired at the end of the academic year. Mr. Karam will continue to
serve as a member of the Board until  his term expires next February to assist in this transition.
Mr. Thomas, who serves as President of the Urban League of Springfield, currently serves as Vice Chair of the UMass Board of
Trustees and is the Chairman of the Board’s Committee on Academic and Student Affairs. Mr. Thomas was originally appointed to
the UMass Board of Trustees by Governor Patrick in September 2007.   
“Henry Thomas is the consummate citizen servant. He has served on three of our education boards and has brought strong,
committed and well-respected leadership to UMass,” said Governor Patrick. “He follows in the superlative tradition of Jim Karam,
who has given ten years of invaluable contributions to strengthening the UMass community.”
“I am fully confident that Henry Thomas will provide just the kind of 21st Century leadership that will guide UMass into its next
extraordinary chapter,” said Education Secretary Paul Reville. “I salute Jim Karam for his able leadership and look forward to
continuing to work with both Henry and Jim.”
Mr. Thomas has worked in the Urban League movement for thirty-five years, serving thirty-one years as President and CEO.  At
the age of twenty-five, he became the youngest appointed Urban League affiliate President and CEO in the nation. Mr. Thomas
was also deployed on a two-year assignment with the National Urban League in New York serving as its Vice-President for Youth
Development, with a focus on infrastructure development to support youth within the inner city communities.
Mr. Thomas earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology; Masters of Arts degree in Human Resource Development from
American International College; and a Jurisprudence Doctorate degree from Western New England College School of Law. He
has also received honorary Doctoral Degrees from BayPath and Westfield State Colleges; and completed the Senior Executive
Leadership Program at the Harvard University Kennedy School Government and Public Policy.
Mr. Thomas is a native of Springfield, MA where he lives with his wife, Devonia J. Thomas. They have two children – son, Perren,
an investment banker on Wall Street and daughter, Shadae, a fourth grade teacher in Cambridge, MA.
“I am honored that Governor Patrick has asked me to chair the UMass Board of Trustees, and am humbled by his vote of
confidence in me. UMass is a treasured asset of the Commonwealth and critical to the future growth and development of our
state. I will be following in the footsteps of an extraordinary chairman, who has served the university with distinction for nearly a
decade. Jim Karam has exhibited extraordinary leadership, dedication and commitment to help advance UMass to great heights
and without his leadership, many accomplishments we witness today would not have occurred,” said Mr. Thomas. “From the
beginning of my tenure on the Board, I have been amazed at the talent embedded in the university system. I look forward to
working with my fellow trustees, President Caret and his team in this new role to move the university to even greater heights of
academic and research excellence.”
Mr. Thomas will succeed James J. Karam, whose ten-year term on the UMass Board of Trustees will expire early next year.
During his tenure on the Board, Mr. Karam has overseen the successful search for and appointment of a new UMass president,
three new campus chancellors and a new dean of the UMass School of Law. He also played a critical role in facilitating the
development and opening of the UMass School of Law, the Commonwealth’s only public law school, which now serves
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approximately 325 students in Massachusetts. 
Mr. Karam was first appointed to the UMass Board of Trustees by Governor Jane Swift in January, 2002 and was reappointed by
Governor Patrick in September, 2007. He served as Chairman of the Board from August, 2004 to August, 2006 and from
September, 2011 to the present.
“Over the course of two terms, Jim Karam has led our Board of Trustees with dedication and distinction. He has been an
indispensible leader and his has been a singular voice. Jim has inspired us and has challenged us, and the University of
Massachusetts is a much better institution because of his leadership and service,” said University of Massachusetts President
Robert L. Caret. “Jim has served with the special passion of a graduate who attributes much of his life’s success to the
opportunities that his alma mater provided him. I appreciate all that Jim Karam has done for the University of Massachusetts and
look forward to many more years of close association with a friend, a colleague and a leader who has always put UMass and its
students first. Over the course of the past five years, Henry Thomas has held key leadership roles and has established himself as
a major voice on the Board of Trustees, and thus is well positioned to assume the chairmanship of the Board. Henry Thomas
understands that the University of Massachusetts is vital to our state’s social and economic future and will work hard to make
sure that UMass always provides affordable, high quality education to the citizens of the Commonwealth.”
“It has been my great privilege to have served as Chairman of the University of Massachusetts Board of Trustees, and in doing
so, to have had the opportunity to give back to the institution that shaped so many lives, including my own. This University is an
essential part of the fabric of Massachusetts and will help to define its future by educating tens of thousands of our citizens every
year and by conducting the research and producing the discoveries and breakthroughs that fuel the Commonwealth’s innovation
economy,” said Karam. “I want to thank Governor Patrick for doing me the great honor of appointing me to the chairmanship of
the Board of Trustees and for his many years of friendship. The Governor and I both have first-hand knowledge of how education
transforms lives. Governor Patrick has been a staunch ally of the University and its mission of access, affordability and
excellence. I look forward to working with him in the future as we pursue our shared goal of building a world-class public
education system to serve this Commonwealth and its students for generations to come.”
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